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American used to comprehensive schooling, fails to share the
progressives' 'bland beliefs' (his phrase, not mine) in the ad-
vantages of that system.1051 Adult education has always, with
justice, been a truly creditable part of English social history;
Harrison surveys it in full.1052 The potential political conse-
quences of education are recognized by Webb in his book on
the many self-taught men from the lower orders who graced
the nineteenth century.1053 Altick similarly looks at the com-
mon reader, but his book does not get beyond compilation.1054
Little systematic work has been done on the English univer-
sities. Curtis demonstrates that in the early-modern period
Oxford and Cambridge did not deserve the poor reputation
which has somehow become attached to them; he also argues
that the educational stampede produced a socially disruptive
academic proletariat, a thesis which remains at the very least
doubtful.1055 A work which discovers the manner in which
the old scholastic curriculum still maintained itself in the
seventeenth century in the face of humanist reform lacks quite
the weight to clinch its point.1056 A very different academic
theme engages Rex in her study of the universities' members
of parliament.1057 Roach, whose contribution to the Victoria
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